
NWS National Performance Measures NWS National Performance Measures 
FY 2003 FY 2003 –– FY 2009FY 2009

ActualActual GoalsGoals
20032003 20042004 20052005

7272 7373

6969

1313

8989

5353

9090

1515

Hurricane Track Forecasts (48 Hours)Hurricane Track Forecasts (48 Hours) 107*107* 129129 128128 128128 126126 126126 125125

U.S. Seasonal Temperature U.S. Seasonal Temperature -- SkillSkill 1717 2121 2222 2222 2323 2323 2424

Precipitation Forecast Precipitation Forecast –– DayDay--1 Threat Score  (%)1 Threat Score  (%) 2727 2525 2727 2828 2929 2929 2929

Marine Wind Speed Forecasts Marine Wind Speed Forecasts -- Accuracy  (%)Accuracy  (%) 5757 5757 6060 6363 6666 6868 6969
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Performance MeasurePerformance Measure 20062006 20072007 20082008 20092009
Tornado Warnings Tornado Warnings -- Accuracy (%)Accuracy (%) 7575 7575 7676 7676

Tornado Warnings Tornado Warnings -- False Alarm Rate (%)False Alarm Rate (%) 6868 6868 6868 6767

Tornado Warnings Tornado Warnings -- Lead Time (Min)Lead Time (Min) 1414 1515 1515 1616

Flash Flood Warnings Flash Flood Warnings -- Accuracy  (%)Accuracy  (%) 9090 9090 9090 9191

Flash Flood Warnings Flash Flood Warnings -- Lead Time  (Min)Lead Time  (Min) 5656 5858 5858 5959

Winter Storm Warnings Winter Storm Warnings -- Accuracy  (%)Accuracy  (%) 9090 9090 9090 9191

Winter Storm Warnings Winter Storm Warnings -- Lead Time  (Hours)Lead Time  (Hours) 1515 1515 1515 1616

Aviation Forecasts (Ceiling & Visibility) Aviation Forecasts (Ceiling & Visibility) -- Accuracy (%)Accuracy (%) 4848 5050 5252 5555

Aviation Forecasts Aviation Forecasts -- (Ceiling & Visibility) (Ceiling & Visibility) 
False Alarm Rate (%)False Alarm Rate (%) 6868 6767 6666 6565

Marine Wave Height Forecasts Marine Wave Height Forecasts -- Accuracy  (%)Accuracy  (%) 7575 7878 8080 8181

Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) Goals

“Working Together to Save Lives”
*Preliminary Actual; will be finalized in January 2004



Tornado WarningsTornado Warnings

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Year

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
s 

(Y
1)

0

5

10

15

20

M
inutes (Y2)

Probability of Detection Actual (Y1)
Probability of Detection Goals (Y1)
False Alarm Rate Actual (Y1)
False Alarm Rate Goals (Y1)
Lead Time Actual (Y2)
Lead Time Goals (Y2)



Flash Flood WarningsFlash Flood Warnings
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Winter Storm WarningsWinter Storm Warnings
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Hurricane Track Forecasts Hurricane Track Forecasts 
(48Hrs)(48Hrs)
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Aviation ForecastsAviation Forecasts
(Ceiling/Visibility Forecast 3 Mile/1000 ft.)(Ceiling/Visibility Forecast 3 Mile/1000 ft.)
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U.S. Seasonal Temperature U.S. Seasonal Temperature --
SkillSkill
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Precipitation ForecastPrecipitation Forecast
(Day(Day--1 Threat Score)1 Threat Score)
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Marine Wind Speed Forecasts Marine Wind Speed Forecasts 
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Marine Wave Height Forecasts Marine Wave Height Forecasts 
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